
Waxcaps only appear on unimproved grassland, a habitat which 
is in decline in Britain. The Exmoor Waxcap Survey hopes to 

track down the last remaining areas of this type of grassland 
on Exmoor and to protect these areas.

From October to December the rainbow colours of 
waxcaps can be seen on tightly cropped lawns and old 
grassland where no fertilisers have been added. In wet 
summers waxcaps may be spotted earlier in the season.

recorded on Exmoor. Waxcap 
toadstools often change colour 
as they mature and sometimes 
the weather can play its part – a 
long dry spell, for example, may 
cause colours to become paler 
– so a certain amount of caution 
is needed when trying to identify 
them.   

So when you are out walking 
on Exmoor particularly across 
rough grassland, keep an eye 
out for bright coloured fungi. 
Bear in mind that waxcap sites 

may not be rich in fl owering 
plants. Some good places to 

look include parklands such 
as Dunster Deerpark and 

Nettlecombe, church yards 
and even lawns!

Over 25 species of 
waxcap have been 

For further information contact either Bea Davis, bdavis@exmoor-nationalpark.
gov.uk or Ali Hawkins, ahawkins@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk.  

01398 323665,  www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Exmoor Waxcap Survey

Where did you see it?

What did you see?

Colour      Height (cm)                 How many?

Brief description 
(e.g. does it have a pointed cap, what colour are the gills)

Date          Grid reference

Include where you saw it, e.g garden, lawn, churchyard, fi eld

Length of grass where seen (cm) 

Please use this reply 
paid postcard to send 
us the details of your 
sightings
Your name and address will be 
included on a database at Exmoor 
National Park Authority and you 
may be invited to take part in other 
wildlife surveys. Your details will 
not be passed on to anyone else.  
Please tick this box if you 
do NOT want ENPA to hold 
your details.

✁

Crimson waxcap 
Hygrocybe punicea

Golden waxcap 
Hygrocybe chlorophana 

Please send or e-mail us any photos



Exmoor National Park 
Authority
FREEPOST EX292
Exmoor House
Dulverton
TA22 9BR

Pink waxcaps
There is only one bright pink toadstool 
in the UK so if you see one, you can be 
sure it is the pink waxcap, sometimes 
called the ballerina. It often appears 
with other species so look around 
as there could be different waxcaps 
nearby.

Green waxcaps
The parrot waxcap normally has a 
slimy, green cap when young, but it 
can also appear yellow and/or orange. 
It almost always has a green hue at the 
top of the stem. This is the most likely 
green waxcap you will see on Exmoor. 

Orange waxcaps
A number of waxcaps are partially or 
fully coloured orange. The meadow 
waxcap is peach-cream coloured with 
a large cap and white stem. Other 
orange waxcaps include the parrot 
waxcap (see above) and the honey 
waxcap (brighter orange).

Brown waxcaps
A brown-coloured waxcap could be a 
blackening waxcap which is one of the 
most common waxcaps. The conical-
shaped cap of the blackening waxcap 
is sticky and can be orange, yellow 
or red but it darkens with age, hence 
its name. Alternatively, it could be the 
blushing waxcap which is brownish 
grey when young turning to black later 
on. The parrot waxcap can also display 
a brownish cap when mature.

Photos: Lorne Gill, SNH, Chris Morton

Snowy 
waxcap. 

Hygrocybe 
virginea

Parrot waxcap 
Hygrocybe psittacina

Fibrous waxcap 
Hygrocybe intermedia

Ballerina waxcap 
Hygrocybe calyptraeformis

White waxcaps
If you see a white 

waxcap, chances 
are it is the snowy 

waxcap which is 
quite common. 

It has a white 
stem and 
white, slimy 
cap.

Blackening waxcap 
Hygrocybe conica

Your Details

Name  

Address

Postcode

Email

What waxcap 
have you seen?

Yellow waxcaps
A yellow-coloured waxcap could be the golden, citrine 
or butter waxcap. They are quite similar. The golden 
waxcap tends to be a deeper yellow than the citrine 

waxcap which is usually smaller, paler and has 
creamier gills

Red waxcaps
A red-coloured waxcap is likely to be a scarlet 
waxcap. Its gills and stem are often yellow and the 
cap often appears paler at the edge. The crimson 
waxcap also has yellow gills but is often a deeper, 
blood-red colour with a whitish bloom when young. 
It is also much rarer than the scarlet. The splendid 
waxcap has a deep red cap and stem.

✁


