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Introduction  
Exmoor Moorland Landscape Partnership (EMLP) launched the ‘Heart of Exmoor’ scheme to 

help people enjoy and appreciate Exmoor’s moorland, and to support those who take care of it. 

The Moorkeepers project is one of 4 EMLP projects to support Exmoor’s moorland managers. 

 

A Moorkeeper for moorlands in the Minehead area 
Local moorland owners wish to contract the temporary services of a Moorkeeper to assist with 

the management of moorland and coastal heath in the Minehead area. The Moorkeeper would 

also work with the community to help people appreciate the moorland and its management. 

 

The contract will be awarded to somebody with appropriate practical skills, knowledge and 

understanding of farming and the local moorland, and who is keen to work with the community.  

 

The Minehead Moorkeeper - Contract Outline 
Moorkeepers will act as a champion for their moorland area and will help to achieve high quality 

management. The Moorkeeper will work closely with land owners, tenants, graziers and others 

to carry out practical work and stock checks, monitoring activities and record keeping, as well 

as community liaison, to encourage the appreciation of moorland and its management. 

 

Key details  

Location / Target Area  

Moorland Unit 3: North Hill, Bossington Hill. 

Moorland Unit 20: Hopcott, Alcombe Common and Grabbist Ridge. 

Contract Manager 

Dan Barnett, Access and Recreation Manager, Exmoor National Park Authority.  
Email: DJBarnett@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk    Tel: 01398 322297.  

Supporters / Landowners 

Minehead Town Council (landowner, Alcombe Common)  
National Trust (landowner, Grabbist and Bossington Hill)  
Exmoor National Park Authority (landowner, North Hill)  
Crown Estate (landowner, Grabbist Ridge and Hopcott)  
Mr William Theed (private landowner, Grabbist Ridge)  
   

 

 

 

Exmoor Moorland Landscape Partnership  

7 – 9 Fore Street, Dulverton. TA22 9EX. 

Tel: 01398 322164. 

www.heartofexmoor.org.uk 

Helping people enjoy and appreciate Exmoor’s 

moorland, and supporting those who take care of it. 
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Main aims 

 Develop the agricultural / economic value of the moors. 

 Improve landscape character and habitat value of the moors.  

 Encourage co-operation between landowners, tenants, graziers and other interests 

 Demonstrate a practical approach to achieving good moorland management. 

 Positively influence the management of other local areas of moorland. 

 

Activities 

1. Assist with and help to organise swaling (managed burns). 

2. Lead on practical tasks such as rhododendron control, clearing litter etc. 

3. Assist with stock monitoring. E.g. keep an eye on the Exmoor Ponies, reporting any 

injuries, and an informal educational element - discouraging people from feeding them. 

4. Monitor problems, such as illegal off-road driving, litter etc. liaising with police and West 

Somerset District Council as necessary. 

5. Coordinate other contractors to ensure a joined-up approach and cost savings where 

possible.  

6. Liaison and consultation (with landowners, Natural England, etc.) to help co-operation 

and ensure necessary permissions are obtained for practical works.  

7. Educate the public about moorland management from a farmer’s perspective. For 

example, why stock animals are needed to manage moorland, how to handle a dog 

when near livestock, etc.  

8. Lead visits for the community about moorland management 

 

Funding 

EMLP has raised money from the Heritage Lottery Fund and obtained European money from 

Western Somerset Local Action and from the LEADER fund for Torridge and North Devon, 

along with support from Exmoor National Park Authority.  

 

The budget for delivery of this contract is approximately £6,000. This would be for a 1-year 

service contract initially, for which there might be the possibility of an extension.  

 

What would the contract arrangements be? 

 Exmoor National Park Authority will contract the services of a Moorkeeper on behalf of 

the partnership. The supporter organisations / landowners will help to agree work 

programmes for the Moorkeeper.  

 Fees are to be paid retrospectively, each quarter. Payment will be made following the 

receipt of an invoice supplemented by a logbook of works, hours and mileage by the 

Moorkeeper.  

 The Moorkeeper will need their own public liability insurance (minimum £5 million) and 

must be registered with the tax office as self-employed (or operate via a limited 

company / limited by guarantee).  
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 A schedule of work will be agreed with the contract manager. It is envisaged that 

activities will require a flexible commitment from the Moorkeeper approximately 

equivalent to 1 day per week, but this will vary depending upon particular needs in 

different seasons.  

 The contractor will be responsible for ensuring their own safety and that of others, 

carrying risk assessments and putting measures in place as required. 

 Funding and support may be available on application to the EMLP for training, 

equipment, etc. 

 

 

How to register your interest 
Please contact Dan Barnett to discuss any details, and to make a formal submission. 

Dan Barnett, Access and Recreation Manager, Exmoor National Park Authority, Exmoor 

House, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9HL. 

Email: DJBarnett@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk    Tel: 01398 323665 

You will need to demonstrate how your skills and experience will help you to successfully 

achieve this Contract Outline, making reference to the aims and activities mentioned above.  

Please provide an estimation of the number of days that you would dedicate to achieve these 

contract works for a year. The £6,000 budget needs to include costs such as transport – 

therefore it would be helpful to know your mileage rates and expected disbursements.  

Submissions from interested parties are invited. Your submission should include:  

a. A letter to explain why you would be an excellent Moorkeeper for the Minehead 

area - with details of your relevant experience, skills and qualifications. 

b. An outline of your proposed time allocation to the project (with costings).  

c. Details of your public liability insurance (£5 million minimum coverage). 

 

Your submission must be received by 12 noon, Monday 16 July 2012  

in order to be considered.  

Replies will be sent out by Monday 23 July. 

 


