
 

Summary of DIG Porlock 2013: Project Evaluation  

Dig Porlock 2013 was a community focused project involving the integration of a number of 

activities taking place on the moorland areas above Porlock in 2013.  It primarily investigated 

prehistoric features within the landscape and was conceived to build upon the enthusiasm of members of the 

public resident in this area, demonstrated through a number of events including guided walks, talks and the 

Exmoor Archaeology Forum 2012.  It was organised through the Exmoor Moorland Landscape Partnership Scheme, 

and funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund and other local partners and funders.  A full evaluation of the project 

has been carried out and is available. 

Activities carried out included: 

 Archaeological Fieldwork – Geophysical survey, Measured and GPS survey, archaeological excavation, 

fieldwalking 

 Village Hall ‘catch up’ sessions – open to all interested members of the public 

 Schools activity days, both on the moorland involving archaeological fieldwork and an indoor ‘Bronze Age’ 

activities day 
 

DIG Porlock involved: 

 40 Local volunteers – 884 volunteer hours 

 5 Universities (4 UK, 1 US) and 19 students giving 940hours of their time. 

 14 specialists 

 4 Schools, 1 Youth organisation (over 70 children) 

 11 archaeological sites  

 1 booklet produced, printed and distributed to all those involved in the project 

 

Evaluation and feedback from participants 

                     

         

76% 

7% 

7% 
3% 

7% 

Why did you sign up to be involved in DIG 
Porlock? 

interest in 
archaeology/history
/local history 
Curiousity 

try something new 

other 

Not disclosed 

84% 

16% 

Do you feel you have contributed to 
knowledge and understanding of 

Exmoor's past through your involvement 
with Dig Porlock? 

Yes 

No 

28% 

4% 

4% 

16% 12% 

12% 

8% 

16% 

What did you enjoy most about 
involvement with DIG Porlock? 

Excavation 

Geophysics 

Finds sessions 

Community/Social 
aspects 
Survey/Recording 

New experiences 

Contributing to 
knowledge of the past 
Learning about local 
area 



 

 

 
   Key conclusions: 

 DIG Porlock promoted greater understanding of Exmoor and its heritage, 35% of participants responded that 

they knew significantly more as a result of the project.  Expectations of the project were met, and in several 

cases exceeded. 

 The feedback questionnaire was useful in highlighting the participants’ interpretation of volunteering, as some 

who had given up their time to help with the surveys and excavations didn’t class this as having ‘volunteered’.    

 Enjoyment of the social aspects of the project and learning about the local area were rated highly by 

participants; it is clear that part of the success of this community archaeology project was in providing 

opportunities for these aspects, as well as achieving archaeological objectives.  

 100% of respondents felt that the project had been worthwhile, that all activities were clearly explained and 

they would participate in a similar project again.  The majority of participants also felt that they had 

contributed something meaningful to understanding of Exmoor’s heritage, which will hopefully translate into a 

greater feeling of ownership and engagement with their local heritage. 

 DIG Porlock 2013 appears to have raised awareness of Exmoor National Park and its employees, archaeological 

specialists and the Heart of Exmoor, not only among adult participants but also among school children.  

Recommendations: 

1. Ensure good communication is maintained with volunteers throughout.  The ‘catch up’ sessions provided a 

good mechanism for this; however it is important to make sure each activity has clear aims and objectives 

which are communicated to the volunteers involved at the outset. 

2. DIG Porlock has demonstrated the potential for children as young as seven to gain a meaningful 

understanding of prehistoric archaeology however it has also shown a value in reinforcing this learning in a 

number of ways through a variety of interactive sessions.   

3. Volunteering opportunities for those who were involved in this project and would like to continue their 

interest in heritage should be considered and offered where appropriate.  This could be through the ENPA 

Get Involved’ project.  Sufficient staff time and capacity is required to consider and facilitate opportunities 

for heritage volunteering as well as maintaining contact with those interested in being involved in this way.  
F. Balmond 1/7/14 
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Values and skills obtained by participants in DIG Porlock 



 
Potential volunteers examining maps and other data held by ENPA at the roadshow event January 2013 

  

Volunteers setting out a grid and carrying out geophysical survey with a local contractor 

   

Volunteers were trained in measured and GPS survey techniques by ENPA staff and contractors

  

The University of Leicester geophyscial survey of Porlock Stone Row allowed volunteers to assist in setting out and 

carrying out the survey 



   

Volunteers involved in excavation at (left) Hawkcombe Head and (right) detailed recording of stones at Porlock 

Stone Circle 

 
Volunteers finding out about identifying pottery and flint finds with specialists

    

Volunteers, students and members of Bristol Young Archaeologists Club carried out fieldwalking at Ven Combe 

   

Children from four local schools joined together for a Bronze Age activities day 

 


